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Contact Information 
 

Candidate Weekend Application for 
Sponsors is on the website.  
Website:  www.charlottecursillo.com 
 

National:  www.natl-cursillo.org 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
	
	

	
	

Christians	before	me	who	have	dropped	to	their	knees	and	thanked	God	
for	 giving	 us	 his	 incarnate	 son	 on	 Christmas	 Eve	 and	 Morning.	 	 It’s	
amazing	when	you	think	about	it.		
	

As	 we	 leave	 our	 Advent	 season	 and	 move	 into	 the	 12-days	 of	 the	
Christmas	season,	this	is	a	good	time	for	looking	back	over	2021.		In	spite	
of	 COVID-19,	 many	 hundreds	 of	 Cursillistas	 in	 our	 diocese	 have	
continued	to	faithfully	meet	with	their	4th	Day	Groups	and	attend	Ultreya	
either	in	person	or	via	Zoom.		BTW,	we	all	agree	that	Zoom	has	been	a	
lifesaver,	but	we	also	agree	that	it	is	a	poor	substitute	for	meeting	with	
friends	face	to	face.		Thanks	to	Beth	Ann	Dulin	and	many	others,	we	also	
managed	to	offer	monthly	School	of	Leaders	with	interesting	Technical	
Talks	 and	 faith	 filled	 homilies	 from	 our	 Spiritual	 Advisor.	 	 Thanks	 to	
Warren	Grasheim	and	Olivia	Schmidt	and	many,	many	motivated	team	
members,	 we	managed	 to	 hold	 both	 a	Men’s	 and	 a	Women’s	 Cursillo	
Weekend	this	past	summer.		And,	 finally,	thanks	to	Pamela	Kelley,	and	
many,	 many	 helpers,	 we	 had	 the	 opportunity	 to	 attend	 a	 wonderful	
Grand	Ultreya	event	at	Lake	Norman	State	Park	in	the	Fall.		Not	bad	for	a	
world	 filled	with	anxiety	and	despair	over	the	ongoing	pandemic.	 	Life	
and	Cursillo	go	on.	
	

This	is	also	a	time	for	looking	forward.		Our	Secretariat	will	be	holding	a	
planning	 and	 spiritual	 retreat	 at	 the	 Catholic	 Conference	 Center	 in	
January	where	we	will	put	 our	 heads	 together	and	 plan	 how	 to	make	
2022	even	better	than	2021.		I	would	like	to	say	that	COVID	will	be	behind	
us	by	then,	but	that	is	what	I	thought	last	year.		I	fear	the	COVID	in	one	
form	or	another	will	be	with	us	for	years	to	come	and	we	will	all	have	to	
simply	decide	to	live	with	it.		Life	and	Cursillo	go	on.	
	

Please	continue	to	pray	for	our	Spiritual	Advisor,	Deacon	Mike	Martini	as	
he	recovers	from	his	treatments	for	throat	cancer.		Deacon	Mike	has	been	
a	blessing	to	all	of	us	and	I	know	our	prayers	bring	him	much	relief	and	
consolation.	 	 Also,	pray	 that	 God	will	 send	 us	 strong,	 capable	Cursillo	
leaders	to	fill	the	openings	we	have	in	our	Secretariat.			
	

De	Colores	to	all!	
ef 

Cursillo Questions:  Contact the Lay Director on the website. 
Cursillistas:  Let us know what you would like to see covered 
                       in our Newsletter.  Remember, it is for YOU.  
Editor:  Tita Wofford
In	our		
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Merry	Christmas	to	all	and	to	all	the	Best	of	New	
Years!			Advent	this	year	has	been	such	a	time	of	
blessing.	 	 It	 has	 been	 a	 time	 of	 waiting	 and	
preparation.		A	time	to	consider	the	wisdom	of	
God	and	the	mystery	of	“fullness	of	time.”		As	I	
grow	older,	 I	have	come	to	 love	and	value	the	
seasons	of	our	Church	as	much	as	the	seasons	of	
nature.		In	my	more	contemplative	moments.	I		
think				of			all			the		billions,		or		even		trillions			of 
 
 
 

 
 

John Sequeira 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	

 

2022 CALENDAR 
 

UPCOMING  
 

ef 
 

School of Leaders 
Time:  9:00-11:30 AM 

 
January 29 

February 26 
March 26 
April 30 
May 28 
June 25 
July 30 

August 27 
September 24 

October 29 
November 19 

December 3 or 17 
 

These dates are Subject to change. 
Please check for updates online at 

www.charlottecursillo.com  
 

(Zoom Virtual Meetings 
coinside with Live meetings.) 
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Cursillo Secretariat Treasurer  

What Makes a GREAT GRAND ULTREYA? 
 

                    
 
 
 

On October 2, with lots of SONshine and sunshine, 50 Cursillistas 
gathered at Lake Norman State Park for Grand Ultreya.  We were 
blessed with a pavilion that overlooked the lake, and not least 
important, it was right by good parking and facilities.  Brothers and 
sisters in Christ shared an amazing day. A morning of peace, prayer, 
reflection, and growth began with talk of Guardian Angels* and 
then First Saturday Devotions. An inspiring and thought-provoking 
reflection about the importance of sharing our witness followed. 
These small sharing groups show us how God is working in our 
everyday lives! Deacon Ralph D’Agostino, in his spiritual reflection, 
spoke to us about the Holy Spirit, who lives within us…and gives us 
gifts and graces by way of our baptism.  All were encouraged to 
share a time when the Holy Spirit was present in daily living.  
 
Lunch was burgers, dogs, and homemade sides. There were plenty 
of yummy dessert and snacks too.  From your Weekend 
experience, you can imagine that no one went away hungry.  An 
afternoon of fun included a hike, stand-up & sit-down games & 
conversations. Laughter could be heard across the lake as folks 
shared comedy routines and jokes that had people in stitches.  
 
Cursillistas came to a place of peace and celebration as the day 
ended with Mass, celebrated by Monsignor John McSweeny, under 
the glorious North Carolina sky. Voices raised in praise and 
thanksgiving left all in attendance with a great sense of holiness 
and longing for additional opportunities to gather as God’s people.  
It even was noted by one Cursillista that Cursillo was evangelizing 
the public because Mass was visible from the road as people drove 
by. 
 
All who attended are looking forward to next year’s Grand Ultreya.  
Keep watching for details. 

~Pam Kelly~ 
 
* October 2, 2021 Feast of the Holy Guardian Angels 
 
Editor’s note:   A special thanks goes to Pam Kelly for stepping up 
to the challenge of organizing this event and her committee for 
making it a grand success.   
 

Merry Christmas Everyone!  Our names are Bill and Mary 
Wells, from the Greensboro Ultreya, and we are currently 
the Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer for the Charlotte 
Diocese English-Speaking Cursillo Movement. 
 
Our terms of office began on January 1, 2020, so we are mid-
way through our 3-year term; however, we are not 
completely sure the 1st year counted given the lack of 
financial activity during the Pandemic. We guess you could 
call it ‘a practice run!’ 
 
Our job responsibilities as Treasurer/Assistant Treasurer are 
primarily in two areas: 1) FINANCIAL – Assisting the 
Secretariat in the preparation of the budget and the 
monitoring of actual expenses on a periodic basis; and 2) 
ACCOUNTING – The payment of the bills, along with the 
collection of fees, that occur before and after the Men’s and 
Women’s Weekends.  We have switched roles between the 
Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer over the last 2 years with 
Bill now handling the financial role of tracking the actual 
versus budget expenses and Mary focusing on the 
collection/monitoring of incoming checks for the Weekend 
along with paying the bills. This ‘partnership and the sharing 
of roles’ has worked out extremely well since we live in the 
same house! Maybe this is a role for you, and possibly your 
spouse, sometime in the future!  
 
The Charlotte Cursillo’s primary expenses are for the 
Weekend, National and Regional dues, Insurance, and Web 
site domain fees.   
 
We are excited to roll out Venmo and PayPal in 2022 as tools 
to ease the collection and payment processes, hopefully, 
improving the timeliness of processing transactions between 
us, your Treasurers, and our Cursillo Community! 
 
For any questions, comments, concerns, please don’t 
hesitate to contact us at: treasurer@charlottecursillo.com 
 

~  Bill & Mary Wells  ~ 

Bill & Mary Wells 

Thank You, Thank You 
On December 31st, three of our current Secretariat members will 
complete their 3-year terms of office.  It is with deep gratitude for 
their outstanding service that we bid adieu and say “Thank you” to 
the following faithful Cursillistas: 

• Erin Hoyle:   Secretary 
• Patti Eiffe:  Chairperson Precursillo - Women 
• Don Phipps:  Chairperson Precursillo - Men 

We will miss your smiling faces, your laughter, and your sage 
advice at our Secretariat meetings. 


